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Abstract

Data from the national survey of elderly aged 60+, carried out by the
Central Bureau of Statistics in 1985, were used to update previously
constructed models of the relationship between demographic
characteristics and disability in ADL and IADL. These updated models
were then used to estimate the extent of disability up to the year
2000.

According to the national survey data, the rate of disability among the
elderly Jewish population in the community in 1985 was approximately 8%
in ADL and 38% in IADL. Among the elderly non-Jewish population the
rate of disability at that time was approximately 22% in ADL and 42% in
IADL. Disability rises with age and women are more disabled than men.
But while residence in a multi-generational household increases the
probability of being disabled in ADL, it reduces the probability of
being disabled in IADL. In addition, the 1985 survey confirms the
findings of earlier local surveys regarding disability patterns in ADL.
As a result, these earlier surveys' findings can continue to be used to
translate disability patterns into required hours of care, and to
determine the division between formal and informal assistance.

The total number of elderly disabled in ADL and 1living in the community
was estimated at 36,600 in 1988, or 9.6% of total elderly population.
Of these, the number of disabled in ADL among the Jewish elderly
population was estimated at 30,900 - 8.7% of all Jewish elderly 1living
in the community, while the number of non-Jewish disabled elderly was
estimated at about 5,700, constituting 22.6% of the non-Jewish elderly.

The number of disabled in ADL among the total population of elderly
living in the community is projected to increase to 42,300 in 1995, and
to 48,200 in the year 2000. This will represent an increase among the
Jewish population to 35,000 in 1995, and to 40,000 in the year 2000 (a
29% increase compared to 1988). For the non-Jewish population, the ADL
disabled elderly population is projected to increase to 6,800 in 1995
and 8,200 in the year 2000 (an increase of 44% compared to 1988).

Differences in demographic developments in different parts of the
country account for differential increases in the number of disabled in
the different regions. By the year 2000, the number of elderly disabled
in ADL in the Haifa and Tel Aviv districts will increase by 20% and 25%
respectively, while the Southern district may expect an increase of
53%, and the Northern district - an increase of 37%.

Disability in IADL, among the Jewish population in 1988, was estimated
at 39.7% or 140,800 elderly. Among the non-Jewish elderly population,
the number of disabled in IADL in 1988 was estimated at 10,900 or
43.1%. Among the country's total elderly population, the extent of
disability in IADL is expected to increase by 22% by the year 2000,
from 151,700 in 1988 to 184,900 in the year 2000.

A more rapid increase in the number of elderly disabled in IADL is
expected in the Southern and Jerusalem districts (45% and 27%), while
the Haifa district may expect an increase of 10%, and the Tel Aviv
district a 14% increase.

The projections do not take into consideration the demographic changes
expected in the wake of the recent wave of immigration, which are being
addressed in a separate study.




