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Abstract

The population of Europe has been aging more rapidly than that of any other
geographic region, and this process will continue in the future. Population aging has
profound social implications that are only now being fully recognized and addressed.
In this paper, we describe the aging process that has taken place over the past
decade, and examine projections for population aging over the next 60 years, focusing
on a number of basic issues.

We examine the rate at which the population of Europe is expected to age over
coming decades, and the socio-demographic areas in which variation exists between
different countries, for example, dependency ratios, proportion of women in the
population, proportion of the very old, etc. Given that the various European regions
will age along a similar trajectory, will these variations increase or decrease over
time? Will different countries remain at different stages of the aging process, or will
they converge?

Many researchers and policymakers, as well as the public at large, anticipate
economic crisis as a result of the aging process. We discuss this issue in light of
research into the possible impact of population aging on employment and public
expenditure.

The paper examines the implications of the aging process for informal support: will
informal support networks necessarily change, as is often suggested in the literature?

The paper points out the inadequacy of the existing data base on population aging:
we identify important gaps in this data base -- insufficient data on social networks and
on age-related patterns of service use -- and in so doing, propose an agenda for future
research.




