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Abstract

A national survey of immigrants from the former Soviet Union, conducted by
the JDC-Brookdale Institute, revealed that after two years in Israel, the
proportion of working-age immigrants who were actually employed was close
to that of the equivalent group in the veteran Jewish population.
Approximately half of the immigrants had jobs they defined as being suited
to their professional background and training. The proportion of immigrants
working in academic or scientific professions rose from 4% one year after
immigration to nearly 17% two years after immigration. Approximately
425,000 immigrants from all countries have arrived in Israel during the past
three years. Among those from the former Soviet Union, some 183,000 were
the age of the study population (25-64) at the time of the study.

Many of the immigrants need training in order to adapt their skills to the
needs of the local job market. Indeed, 29% of them have participated or are
participating in vocational training courses, and another 7% are registered for
such courses. Many of the immigrants (28%) expressed interest in opening
their own business. Age is a significant factor in the successful absorption of
the immigrants into employment.



