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Bachi, Standard Distance Measures for Spatial Analysis, Regional
Science Association, V.X. 1963
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Abstract

The study described in this paper is anchored both in the
recognition of the significance of the family's role in support of the
elderly and in the growing sensitivity to the possible limitations in
the functioning of this support network. These limitations derive from
the implications of several social and demographic trends discussed in
this paper and which relate to the characteristics of both potential
caregivers and care-receivers.

Despite the growing awareness of these limitations, there is a
clear lack of basic data with regard to the very existence or non-
existence of the structural base essential for family support - that
is, we lack information on the structure of the family network - its
size, its age and sex composition, its density or geographical
dispersion, and the characteristics of its members.

The present study constitutes an attempt to map out and
characterize the kinship networks of the Jewish population in Israel,
with this paper focusing on the elderly population, age 65 and over.
The paper presents our attempt to produce a map of the kinship networks
of the elderly population and of sub-groups within it, in terms of the
size of the network, its characteristics, and its availability to the
elderly individual.

A unique feature of the study is the attempt to describe the
ecological map of the places of residence of family members vis-a-vis
the elderly individual, and to note differences among various groups of
the elderly in terms of the availability of the kinship network.

The study was based on a relatively small sample, and we hope that

it will provide a basis for more comprehensive research and for a




discussion of the issue of the structural basis for family support of
the elderly. We feel this discussion is of major importance for the
formulation of a realistic conception of the potential for family
support of the elderly and for identifying social groups vulnerable to

the risks which stem from a small and/or unavailable network.
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