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“l Have A Dream” Bridge to America
Ethiopian National Project Curriculum

NOTE TO TEACHERS:

Welcome to the Bridges “I Have a Dream” Bridge to America Curriculum! This program is
made possible through the support of the U.S. Embassy. We are taking inspiration from Martin
Luther King Jr. and his renowned “| Have A Dream” speech to guide Bridge to America sessions, in
which we will incorporate themes from MLK and that speech over the course of this year with
your students. In this packet, you will find ideas for activities and discussions to do so. You have the
freedom to dedicate a few lessons to this topic or a segment of time in each lesson based on your
knowledge of your students and what they need. By the end of this year, we ask that every Bridges
participant produce a video or composition about their own dream for society, which we describe
more at the end of this packet.

This packet includes:
I. Background information on MLK and his speech to read if you would like to learn more
2. Four activities to do with students
3. Bonus activities if you want more for students after finishing the first four
4. Alist of resources to share with students if they want to research or continue learning
about MLK and the fight for civil rights.

Thank you in advance for your hard work in engaging with this important topic in your class!
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

Reverend Martin Luther King Jr. delivered his now legendary, “| Have a Dream” speech, at “The Great
March on Washington,” August 28, 1963, in front of the Lincoln Memorial. The march for “jobs and
freedom,” organized by a diverse group of civil rights, labor, and religious organizations, drew more than
200,000 people, becoming one of the largest political rallies for human rights in our history. Many regarded
it as crucial to the passage of the Civil Rights Act (1964), as well as the Voting Rights Act (1965). King’s
oration— part speech, part sermon, part prophecy—was the high point of the rally, remembered most for
his “dream” vision of the future that articulated the aspirations of the Movement.

But the speech as a whole repays close study and raises interesting questions. The speech begins (and ends)
by emphasizing freedom: what does King mean by freedom, and in what sense does he regard African
Americans as “still not free”? The speech then moves to speak about justice: can you say what he means by
“justice”—equality of rights, equality before the law, equality of opportunity, equality of economic and
social condition, or something else? How is it related to the Lord’s punitive justice, prophesied by Amos,
that “rolls down like waters” (Amos 5:24)? And what is the connection, according to King, between justice
and freedom? Might increasing justice for some require limiting freedom for others?

In recounting his dream of the future, King speaks not only of freedom and justice but also of brotherhood
and sisterhood: how is this related to the other goals? Is the goal of brotherhood rooted in the American
dream of “life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness” or is it rooted in the Christian messianic vision, when
“the glory of the Lord shall be revealed and all flesh shall see it together” (Isaiah 40:5)? Is King, in his remark
about the “color of their skin” and the “content of their character,” preaching a vision of color-blind
America, where race is irrelevant? Do you share such a vision today? When King concludes with the
moving call “Let freedom ring,” does it carry the same meaning as it does in his source, “My Country "Tis of
Thee”? What would it mean to be “free at last”?

More information on the March on Washington can be found here:
https://kinginstitute.stanford.edu/encyclopedia/march-washington-jobs-and-freedom

Lesson-Plan.pdf?x65350

Telephone: 972-2-620-2025
Website: www.enp.org.l
Email:info@enp.orgil
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ACTIVITY |: MLK and “l Have A Dream”

Optional: you can share this introductory video explaining the Civil Rights Movement and its history with
your group:_https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S64zRnnn4Po&ab_channel=CrashCourse

Shows MLK'’s speech and share the transcript with students to help them follow along.
MLK’s speech (with subtitles) hitps://youtube/vP4iY 1 TS 2s
MLK’s speech transcript:_https://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/mlkihaveadream.htm

Facilitate a discussion about what students noticed, appreciated, observed, or were confused by from the
speech. You can analyze the speech with students for a few themes and discuss with the group: freedom,
justice, and equality. Here are some ideas about questions you can raise with students:
|. Freedom: The speech begins (and ends) by emphasizing freedom: what does Dr. King mean by
freedom? What do you think he means that African Americans are “still not free”? What makes
someone feel free? What makes someone feel not free?
2. Justice: The speech then speaks about justice: what does he mean by “justice™? How is justice
different or the same from freedom? What can people do to achieve justice?
3. Equality: There are many types of quality: rights, laws, opportunities, money, social conditions, and
others. What types of equality is MLK fighting for? What would equality look like? Why is equality
important?

Other Questions/Activities:

o If you were asked to give a public speech in Washington, DC or the Knesset about what is needed
today for a better world, what would you say? What is your “dream”? How would you convince
others to follow your dream?

« Imagine you are a newspaper reporter who has been asked to cover the March on Washington.
After listening to King's speech, how would you describe the speech and how people reacted?

Telephone: 972-2-620-2025
Website: www.enp.org.l
Email:info@enp.orgil
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ACTIVITY 2: MLK and Freedom

For this activity, facilitate a conversation about freedom with your students. You can ask what they think
freedom is, what they have learned about it, who they know who is free or not free, etc. Please find
questions to guide this conversation below. You can encourage students to think about MLK and the “I
Have A Dream” speech they listened to and talked about in the last activity.

o Is freedom important to you? Why or why not?

«  What do you think is important about freedom? How do people become free? Why are some
people free and some people are not free?

« If you think about your family (parents, grandparents, others), were they free in Ethiopia? Are they
free in Israel?

o Who are leaders like MLK in your community? What kind of work do they do?

o Thinking about MLK, “I Have A Dream,” and freedom, there are many people in the world who are
still not free. What do you know about groups of people who may still need to fight for their
freedom?

Telephone: 972-2-620-2025
Website: www.enp.org.l
Email:info@enp.orgil
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ACTIVITY 3: MLK and His Platform

MLK focused on 6 subjects in his civil rights efforts: poverty, wage discrimination, housing, education, justice
and peace. This website talks about each of those: https://mIk50.civilrightsmuseum.org/platforms. You can
break students into small groups or on their own to read the page on one of these 6 topics. Students take
time to read on their own or as a group and then come back to the class and present what they learned
MLK did with their topic._You can also pick one to discuss as an entire class.

Next, students can think on their own, in small groups, or in a whole class discussion about how these
issues still happen today.

Guiding Questions:
» How do students or their communities still struggle in these topics?
»  Which ones are they excited or passionate about fixing?
*  What are smaller issues within these big topics that they know about?
(For example, issues of segregation in schools or police brutality)

Telephone: 972-2-620-2025
Website: www.enp.org.l
Email: info@enp.orgil

57



Ethiopian National Project : Embassy of the
PhEHLOLT NP TEE T

: — | njted States
H5X 2 N'OINRD NI'APD 'DIXIN LP'INON E——

ACTIVITY 4: MLK and Your Voice

Show students this webpage and have them explore what other kids have to say about MLK and his legacy
today. hteps://mllS0.civilrightsmuseum.org/youth-voices Have a group discussions about issues that come up
from reading, viewing, watching these pieces.

Ask students:

«  What dreams do you have or areas you are passionate about like MLK?

* What areas make you really angry or excited to fix?

«  What work have you already done or conversations you've already had about these topics?

o Ask students what they think their role is in making the world a more just place.
PROJECT:

In the spirit of "I Have a Dream," have the students write and deliver speeches recorded on video that
address a vision or dream they have for society.

Telephone: 972-2-620-2025
Website: www.enp.org.l
Email: info@enp.orgil
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BONUS ACTIVITIES: MLK in History

Amanda Gorman Poems

Amanda Gorman is the first National Youth Poet Laureate of the United States. She is a 22 year old Black
American and poet activist, who recited an incredible spoken word poem at President Biden's inauguration.
You can introduce Gorman to your students as an example of a young person of color using her power and
speaking skills to make a difference. Here are three examples of ways to use this poem in your class:

| Play Gorman’s speech at the inauguration: https://youtu.be/LZ055illiN4
Ask students to share their thoughts and reflections after watching. Here are some example questions:
« What was Gorman saying?
« What message was she trying to convey?
« How did the speech make you feel?
«  What lines stood out to you?
Have students write a stanza of their own poem about freedom, justice, the future, etc.

2. PBS:
This lesson has students watch Gorman’s speech, share their thoughts, and write a response to it:
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/lessons-plans/lesson-plan-discuss-22-year-old-amanda-gormans-

inaugural-poem-the-miracle-
morning/?fbclid=IwAR2G7AMpo026fbFXVUN3Emuclb3rsuLKsXédEsya | 4jaVWGRIvThwKDxOCjg

3. Teaching Tolerance:

This lesson has more discussion questions for you to engage with plus historical background information.
These questions are more advanced than the other two.
https://www.tolerance.org/magazine/teach-this-the-hill-we-climb-and-the-202 | -inauguration

Telephone: 972-2-620-2025
Website: www.enp.org.l
Email: info@enp.orgil
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BONUS ACTIVITIES: MLK in History

MLK Civil Rights Museum

Have students film their own videos to submit to the MLK Civil Rights Museum “on the significance of Dr.
King for your generation and your recommendations on where your community can go from here.” They
can use their answers to the questions above as inspiration. The museum will publish works on their blog!

Facing History and Ourselves

Below are 4 days of lessons from Facing History and Ourselves, an incredible nonprofit that teaches Civil
Rights very well. You can use these to teach about the Civil Rights Movement and their work. These are
extra lessons you can use if you would like to incorporate more historical information about MLK into your
year.

Day |: https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/eyes-prize-americas-civil-rights-
movement/philosophy-nonviolence

Day 2:_https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/eyes-prize-americas-civil-rights-movement/six-steps-
nonviolent-social-change

Day 3:_https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/eyes-prize-americas-civil-rights-movement/tactics-
nonviolence

Day 4:_ https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/eyes-prize-americas-civil-rights-movement/taking-

stand-models-civic-participation

Telephone: 972-2-620-2025
Website: wwwenp.org.l
Email:info@enp.orgil
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ADDITIONAL RESOURCES FOR STUDENTS

If students want to read or learn more, here are links you can share with them:

Ben and Jerry’s:

The Ben and Jerry’s (yes, the ice cream!) website has incredible, accessible information about modern social
injustices happening in the United States and worldwide. Students can check out their website here:
https://www.benjerry.com/whats-new# and click on “Values” to find political/civil rights oriented articles.
Here is a great example to start students off with: “From Slavery to Mass Incarceration”
https://www.benjerry.com/whats-new/2019/08/slavery-to-mass-incarceration#

Netflix:
The “Black Lives Matter” section on Netflix is full of amazing content by Black creators, some fun and some
educational! https://www.netflix.com/browse/genre/812992272so=su

Here are some great examples:
I. “13th” https://www.netflix.com/browse/genre/81299227?so0=su&jbv=8009 | 74|

Ava DuVernay's documentary film focuses on race, injustice and mass incarceration in the United
States. The title refers to the 13th Amendment to the US Constitution. The film features archive
footage, interviews and testimonies from activists, politicians and formerly incarcerated men and
women.

2, “Becoming” Michelle Obama’s documentary about her life, successes, and

challenges. https://www.netflix.com/browse/genre/81299227so=su&jbv=81 122487

3. “When They See Us” https://www.netflix.com/browse/genre/81299227?so=su&jbv=80200549
A drama based on the true 1989 case of the Central Park 5 where five black teenagers from
America were convicted of a brutal crime they did not commit.

Facing History and Ourselves:
A great nonprofit with a lot of educational literature on the Civil Rights Movement.
https://www facinghistory.org/resource-library/eyes-prize-americas-civil-rights-movement

National Civil Rights Museum:
Information about MLK, his platform, and his work. https//mlk50 civilrightsmuseum.org/platiorms

Telephone: 972-2-620-2025
Website: www.enp.org.l
Email:info@enp.orgil
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